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board back covered with pink satin and a puff in front. This 
is hung on the wall and is as useful as it is pretty. A button 
hook and glove buttoner of oxidized silver are tied with narrow 
pink ribbon. A little match safe in the shape of a tiny shoe is 
also found here. A novel ornament in the way of sachet-bags is 
three grain bags made of pink, blue and gold satin and em- 
broidered with pansies, wheat heads and daisies. All three are 
fastened together and they stand up nicely. 

The shades for the windows are of a soft yet dark sage 
green sash curtains of soft mull or batiste with wild roses on a 
creamy ground shined on brass rods and have the effect of 
China silk. The splasher for the washstand is of the same mater- 
ial as the curtains and is shirred at the top and bottom and 
tied^ at the top with narrow pink ribbons on the frame which is 
now made on all the new washstands for this purpose. Three 



METAL CEILING DECORATION IN ORDINARY 
DWELLINGS. 



By Henry S. Northrop. 

I HAVE read a great many descriptions of interior decorative 
work in the columns of The Decorator and Furnisher, 
and I have carefully noted just how the writers advised the 
ceilings of dwellings to be decorated. I have observed that with- 
out exception, the method of treating ceilings was either to cal- 
cimine the plaster, or cover it with wall-paper, or fresco painting, 
or wood paneling, or plastic relief, or pictures painted on canvas. 
None of the writers seem to be aware of the fact that one of the 
most beautiful methods of decorating the ceilings of ordinary 




METAL CEILIA'G DESIGNS. 



wooden rings fastened together with broad pink ribbon in loops 
and bows make a simple but pretty towel rack. A comfortable 
willow rocker with a quaint chair roll of heavy white linen em- 
broidered with a spray of wild roses on it and finished with a 
narrow pleating of pink ribbon around it, bows at the upper 
corners and ribbons to fasten on the chair is a useful piece of 
furniture. Another straight backed chair of oak with a small 
stool complete the furniture of this dainty yet simple guest 
chamber. The last mentioned article, a stool, is in reality an 
old fashioned milking stool covered with pink plush and finished 
with a heavy cord and a bow of ribbon. The legs are gilded. 
On the wall hangs a charcoal drawing framed in plain oak, 
and a hammered brass placque iu a dull blue plush frame. 
Three or four little books *' The Faith that Makes Faithful," 
"Haunts of Whittier," "Chips from Great Authors," and 
Margaret Deland's ** A Summer Day," are on a small table 
together with stationery, ink, pens, etc., necessary for writing. 



dwellings is to sheath them with a beautiful paneling of sheet 
metal, which can be had embossed with any required design. A 
material of this kind is both sanitary and fire proof, and its 
qualities of endurance need not be referred to. It can be decor- 
ated every year, if necessary, with a fresh arrangement of color 
effects, so that there is every possible reason for the adoption of 
such a method of decoration for the ceilings of ordinary 
houses. 

The accompanying design shows how the ceilings of a hall- 
way, dining room, parlor, drawing-room, library, kitchen aud 
pantry can be decorated. In my capacity as manufacturer of 
iron ceilings I have actually decorated houses in the method 
herein illustrated, and I think that your readers ought to be ir- 
formed as to the beauty, suitability, economy and durability of 
metal ceilings. I need not say more than the foregoing, 1o im- 
press them with the desirability of this improved method of 
interior decoration, for a word to the wise is suflBcient. 
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